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27 ANNUAL REPORT 


OF THE 


SHELECTMEN, 


SUPERINTENDING SCHOOL COMMITTEE, 


4 


OF |THE 


TOWN OF ATKINSON, N. HL, 


FOR THE YEAR ENDING MARCH, 1861. 
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REPORT. 


RECEIPTS. 


Assessed, State, County, Town and School Tax, $2034 72 


. for repairing the Pettengill road, 50 00 
Balance due in hands of Treasurer for 1859, 381 70 
Railroad dividend, 40 37 
Literary Fund, 28 80 
Non-resident highway tax, 69 68 
Received of County for support of pauper, 20 00 

as for use of Town Hall, 50 


EXPENDITURES. 


Paid State Treasurer, 128 80 
County Treasurer, 268 68 
School District No. 1, 49 87 

“ce 6c ‘é 2, 92 09 
‘ce . 6c ‘cc 3, 79 09 
6c “cc 66 4, 68 59 
é “cc &é 5, 55 69 
‘é 6é “cc 6, 51 47 


Paid in suit Canaan y. Atkinson, to wit: 


Plaintiff ’s damages, costs and interest, 362 20 
N. W. Westgate’s bill, 36 20 
M oses Dow, 2d, bill as agent, 16 15 


$2625 77 


794 28 


414 55 
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SELECTMEN’S REPORT. 


Paid Asa Noyes, damages and costs, on road, 


Jesse Little, repairing bridge, 
Benj. Sargent, hearse, 

Moses A. Dow, ringing bell, 
Caleb R. Dow’s bill, 


27 94 
18 22 
23 00 
25 00 
3 00 


K. G. Frothingham, printing Reports, March,1860, 10 00 


Thos. Little, for getting Reports printed, 
Benj. H. Steel, for ballot box, 
John Kelly, blanks and stationery, 


Pettengill Road. 


Paid John Pettengill’s bill, 


Joseph Cowdry’s “ 
Edmund MeNeil’s “ 
Jeremiah T. Poor’s bill, 
Greenleaf Clark’s ‘“ 
Jesse A. Sawyer’s “‘ 


Snow Bills, 


Paid Ira Hurd, 


John K. Mason, 
Charles M. Noyes, 
Daniel W. Goodnow, 
Nathaniel Clark, 
Joseph B. Cogswell, 
William R. Little, 
Isaiah Hall, 

John Wilson, 

John Pettengill, 
William B. Merrill, 


‘Joseph Grover, 


Paid non-resident highway receipts, 


Paupers. 
Paid for support of Betsey Pervere, 
“« US 46 Enoch Noyes, 
a ~ * John Wilson, County pauper, 


sé 


“6 


3 00 
1 00 
5 00 


116 16 


50 74 


202 66 
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eK iaeaoak of eon 


Tax of 1857—Heirs of Edmund Brickett, 95 | 
. o John Cobbet, poll, 1 62 
" * William Simmington, poll, 1 52 
“ —-: 1859—Hezekiah Dow, - ' 2 16 
¥ “sd Joseph Grover, ¥ 2 00 
=e Heirs of John Knight, 4 40 
“Joseph Whittaker, 2 93 
15 48 
Taxes of 1860—Nathan Johnson, 2 22 
Enoch Bassett, 4 50 
William Noyes, ~ 6 31 
Jesse Dow, poll, 2 16 
Joseph Whittaker, 2 81 
’ Richards & Fernald, 5 40 
a 23 40 
Notes and Interest. 
Paid Bailey Knight, balance Note and interest, 213 13 
Sally Heath, interest, 18 00 
John Greenough, “ 12 36 
Nathan Johnson, 30 00 
273 49 
. Town Officers. 
Paid Gilman Greenough, Superintending School Com. 12 50 
P. D. Merrill, Town Clerk, 13 57 
do Collector, 25 00 
do Treasurer, 8 00 
John Kelley, Selectman, 27 50 
Jonathan P. Taylor, do 15 67 
Jeremiah T. Poor, do 19 75 
121 99 
RECAPITULATION. 
Receipts, sum total, 2625 77 
Expenditures, . 2219 17 


i 
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In hands of Treasurer of 1859, 23 27 


do do 1860, 383 33 
_. 2625.77 
State of Town Finances, March 1, 1861. 
NOTES PAYABLE. 
George Poor’s note and interest, 88 57 
Nathan Johnson “ ® 510 60 
Sally Heath a 306 36 
James Noyes “ - 143 26 
Joseph Noyes ¢ - 242 70 
Mary D. Greenough“ _ 106 00 
E. N. Greenough “ as 106 00 
Enoch Bassett “ 106 00 
Eliza Plummer “ s 57 23 
John Greenough “ i 102 25 
William Noyes ‘ 2 742 00 . 
2510 97 
DUE THE TOWN. 
Balance due in hands of Albert Noyes = i ie 
“ “ as “ PP. D. Merrill, taxes for 1860, 383 33 
' 406 60 
Balance against the town $2104 37 
JOHN KELLY, Selectmen 
JONATHAN P. TAYLOR, of . 
JEREMIAH T. POOR, FRE, 


ATKINSON, N. H., March 1, 1861. 
Upon examination of the foregoing aceounts, as presented to us by the 
Selectmen, we find them correctly cast, and satisfactory youchers corres- 
onding with the same. : 
4 GREENLEAF CLARK, 
L. P. E. RICHARDS, Auditors. 
JOSEPH CHANDLER, 


REPORT 


SUPERINTENDING SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 


The Superintending School Committee in presenting his annual report, 
is happy to be able to testify to the degree of improvement that has man- 
ifested itself in our schools during the past year. This is particularly the 
case in relation to the various studies pursued, while with respect to punc . 
tuality and regularity of attendance, it is believed that they will, at least, 
compare favorably with those of previous years. Our Prudential Com- 
mittees have been fortunate in securing the services of good and capable 
instructors, some of whom have had a large and varied experience as teach- 
ers of our common schools. 

_ The management of a school is no idle pastime, but an employment in- 
volving great responsibility, and requiring no ordinary amount of patience 
and self-denial, in order to insure the requisite success. 

_ Knowing this, our teachers entered into the work with an untiring en- 
ergy, and labored with a praiseworthy devotion for the advancement of 
their respective schools, in return for which they have the pleasing assur- 
ance that their labors have not been wholly in vain. 

» PareEnts.—lIn order to have successful schools, it is important that the 
teacher should have the active co-operation of the parents of the district 
in his work. It is their manifest duty to interest themselves in the edu- 
cation of their children, not only by requiring them to be punctual in 
their attendance at school, but by frequently visiting the school-room 
themselves. Yet we have to report the unpleasant fact, that our registers 
show a feeling of indifference in this particular towards our schools, which 
when we consider the acknowledged public spirit of our citizens, seems 
almost incomprehensible. And so indifferent are they, that they will em- 
ploy teachers, perhaps entire strangers, frequently paying a large price 
for their services, and then rest satisfied, without ever caring to know how 
the work is performed, or whether their children are making suitable pro- 


8 SCHOOL ROMER REPORT. 


gress in their studies or not. We € eontiok Thether ie would Hoolae a 
like negligence towards those whom they might have occasion to employ 
in other callings, their farm laborers, or house carpenters for instance.— 
Would they not claim it as their especial privilege to look after these and 
see whether the work was performed faithfully or not? Most certainly 
they would. And if they would be thus careful of work of this charac- 
ter, why not be at least equally careful of the education of their children 
—a work of far greater importance and responsibility ? 
TEXT-Books.—No changes have been made in text books during the 
past year. We believe their frequent change to be highly detrimental to 
the best interests of a school. Yet it is desirable that there should be uni- 


formity in this respect in our schools, which, when once secured, should - 


be allowed to remain for a number of years. 

With a single exception, Sargent’s Standard Readers are used ede 
sively in all ovr schools. They are a series that are extensively used, and 
we regard them as being admirably adapted to meet the requirements of 
scholars of every In regard to Arithmetics, Greenleaf’s appears to 
be the only w arithmetic in use, while for a mental work, we are 
happy to report Colburn’s, which is used in every school, though not as 
extensively as we could wish. We consider it the best work of the kind 
extant, and would advise that every scholar in our district schools be re- 
quired to study it until they can thoroughly master it. There appears to 
be a greater variety of text books on Geography, than in any other study. 
We find no less than four different kinds,—Mitchell’s, Smith’s, Warren’s, 
and Colton and Fitch’s. We would advise that the three former works 
be dropped, and the series of Colton & Fitch substituted in their place. 

There seems to be a need of a simple elementary work on Grammar; 
for the use of beginners. Tower’s Elements is recommended, and we be- 
lieve its introduction would be beneficial to our schools. e 

Scnoot HousEs AND. DistRicrs.—We are convinced that no teacher; 
however able or well qualified, can keep an orderly school in a shoemak- 
er’s shop, or a private dwelling house. The fact that two of our districts 
are entirely destitute of school houses, and that in some others they are, 
to say the least, unworthy even of the name, ought, we think, to be sufli- 
cient to convince any reasonable person, that a reform is needed in this 
particular. Yet there are those among us who doubtless think that our 
present school houses are good enough as they are, and it is not uncom- 
mon to hear men talk something after this fashion: ‘“ Our school house 
was good enough for me, and it ought to be good enough for children 

“now-a-days,” not reflecting that it must have been some time since they at- 
tended school, and in that time there has been improvement in school- 
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houses, as well as in ePadlied things. To es we would say, ‘aphu you will 
consent to give up your cooking stoves for the old fashioned fire place, 
and your light carriages for the lumbering vehicles of a former generation 
—when you will consent to part with these, and various other improve- 
ments, then, however shallow your argument may be, you will at least 
have the merit of consistency. Yet we would not advise the building o 
new school houses in our present arrangement of districts. We now have 
more school districts according to our population, than any other town 
in our county. Besides, according to the present division, the valuation 
of the several districts is very unequal, some districts having nearly 
double the school money of others. ‘To remedy this inequality, and at the 
same time reduce the number of districts, a plan for the re-districting of 
the town has been filed in the Clerk’s office, and will be presented to our 
~ citizens for their ratification, at their annual meeting. We commend it to 
the attention of our voters, peliqying that an impa consideration will 
’ result in its adoption. 
GILMAN G NOUGH, 


Superintending School Committee. 


< 
DISTRICT NO. 1, 
r r . Mr. Joun K. Mason, Prudential Committee. 


This school commenced May 21, and continued with the exception of 
a vacation of five weeks, until September 22, under the instruction of 
Miss Emily T. Greenough. The attendance of a number of advanced 
ils the earlier part of the school, added much to its appearance, and 
lered the exercises varied-and interesting. The closing examination 
showed that most of the scholars had made satisfactory improvement in 
their studies. ‘This was the second year of the teacher in this district. 


DISTRICT NO. 2 
Mr. ALFRED B. LittLe, Prudential Committee. 

The school in this district was taught by Miss Louisa L. Noyes. It_ 
consisted of two terms, the first commencing June 4 and ending July 21, 
8 weeks, and the second commencing August 20 and ending November 
17, 12} weeks. We are pleased to report this school as a decided success, 
Miss Noyes entered into the work with an untiring energy, and by her ju- 
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dicious management, fully sustained her previous reputation as a successful 
teacher. Six pupils are reported the first, and seven the second term, as 
not being absent a single half day. ight pupils are likewise reported as 
not being tardy in a single instance, in either term. The final examina- 
tion occurred Noy. 17th. It was attended by a large number of parents 
and friends, who, by their presence, added much to the interest of the oc- 
casion. While all showed good improvement, the younger portion of the 
school seemed to have made the most marked progress. We consider 
Miss N. an excellent teacher of small children. 


DISTRICT NO. 3. 
Mr. James A. Dow, Prudential Committee. 


This school is kept at the dwelling house of Mr. William M. Thomas. 
Owing to the inability of the Prudential Committee to procure a suitable 
room, the school was not commenced until late in the season, and it is 


therefore still in session. Miss Laura A. Knight, one of our oldest teach- — 


ers, has charge of the school. With all her experience in teaching, she 
was unable to overcome the disadvantages of an inconvenient school 
room, so as to give the school an orderly appearance. We think it would 
have been good economy for the district !o have laid out a few dollars for 
the purchase of good substantial seats for the pupils. We are safe, in say- 
ing that almost anything would be preferable to those now in use. 


DISTRICT NO. 4. 
Mr. JEssE A. SawYER, Prudential Committee. 


This school, commencing September 3d and ending November 24th, 
was kept by Miss Ann S. Knight. The school appeared very well at o 
visit, at the commencement of the term. The room presented an ord 
appearance, and the classes were prompt in their recitations. Owing to 
circumstances beyond our control, we were not present at the closing ex- 
amination, and consequently are unable to report the amount of progress 
made. Yet from the previous reputation of the teacher, and from inquir- 
ies made of the citizens of the district, we feel warranted in pronouncing 
the school a success. 


DISTRICT NO. 5. 
Mr. RatpH Brickett, Prudential Committee. 


The school in this district was kept at the shop of Mr. John Wilson. 
It commenced August 6, and continued 17 weeks, under the charge of 
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Miss Sophia A. Greenleaf, of Hampstead. The teacher labored faithfully 
in the discharge of her duties, and succeeded as well as could be expect- 
ed, considering the smallness and inconvenience of the school room. We 
are pleased to report a large number of parents as being present at the 
final examination. Most of the pupils manifested a good degree of pro- 
gress in their various studies. Four of the scholars were residents of 
other districts. 


—_e 


DISTRICT NO. 6. 
Mr. ALBERT LitrLE, Prudential Committee. 


- This school commenced July 23d, under the care of Miss Mary A, 
Whittaker, of Windham. The teacher succeeded in securing the best of 
order, and although she lacked experience, yet most of the scholars ap- 
peared to have made a fair amount of progress. A class in Geography, 
in particular, should be credited with an excellent recitation. This was 
Miss Whittaker’s first attempt at teaching. Will she in future try and be 
more particular in making out her register ? 
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